Student Lab Safety Contract

· Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times in the lab

· Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully. If you do not understand a direction, ask a TA or the instructor before proceeding.

· When first entering the laboratory, do not touch any equipment, materials or cultures before instructed to do so.

· No eating, drinking or gum chewing in the lab area. Do not use laboratory glassware as food and drink containers. 

· Never fool around in the lab. Horseplay, practical jokes and pranks are dangerous and prohibited.

· Observe good housekeeping practices. Work area should be kept clean and tidy at all times. Keep walkways clear and push in chairs when not in use.  

· Leave all but what you need in the cubbies provided to minimize chance of spreading potentially infectious diseases.
· Appropriate clothing must be worn at all times in the lab. This includes clothing that covers the abdominal area, closed toed closed heel shoes. Shorts and skirts should cover the knees when sitting on a lab stool. You may opt to wear a lab coat instead and the lab coat must be buttoned at all times. 

· In case of disaster, evacuate the building through either of the two stairwells and assemble at the grassy knoll in front of the building. 

· Dispose of waste properly. Used media and non-sharps, disposable tools go in the big, red biohazard buckets. Used slides go in the plastic, red sharps box. Reagents can be washed down the drain. Broken glass goes in the broken glass container. All other waste (paper towels, wrappers, etc.) go in the trash. 
· Keep hands away from face, eyes and mouth when working with reagents and specimens. Wash your hands before and after each lab. 

· Clean and disinfect all work surfaces before and after each lab. Return all materials in their original, working condition to the proper storage locations.  

· If any chemicals/reagents/cultures splash in your eye, immediately flush with eyewash station for 20 minutes. Notify the instructor immediately.
· Clean up small spills by laying a paper towel over the spill and soaking with bleach for 20 minutes. Notify the instructor of larger spills and clean with spill kit. 

· Use extreme caution when working with an open flame. Tie back long hair and watch out for loose clothing. Keep your hair, clothing and hands at a safe distance at all times. Do not put any substance in the flame unless instructed to do so. Never reach over an open flame. Light Bunsen burners only when instructed to do so by the instructor. 
· Do not touch hot glassware or hot hardware. Think before you act.

· Never handle broken glass with your bare hands. Use a broom and dustpan to clean up and place broken glass in the designated glass disposal container. 

· Immediately report any accidents to the instructor.
· Medical assistance will be provided if necessary but you will be responsible for any charges incurred. 

· All cultures in the lab are considered to be dangerous. Do not touch, smell or taste any of the cultures unless instructed to do so. 

· Always use a suction bulb to fill a pipet. Never mouth pipet. 

· Don’t force glass tubing into rubber stoppers. 

· When removing an electrical plug from its socket, grasp the plug, not the electrical cord. Hands must be completely dry before touching an electrical switch, plug, or outlet. Observe caution in handling loose wires and make sure that all equipment is electrically grounded before touching it. 

· If you do not understand how to use a piece of equipment, ask the instructor for help. 

· Never remove reagents or cultures from the laboratory area. 

· Do not conduct your own experiments without consent of the instructor. 

· Never work alone in the lab.
Agreement

I have read and agree to abide by the rules set forth in this contract. I realize that I must obey these rules to insure my own safety, and that of my fellow students and instructors. I will cooperate to the fullest extent with my instructor and fellow students to maintain a safe lab environment. I will also closely follow the oral and written instructions provided by the instructors. I am aware that any violation of this safety contract that results in unsafe conduct in the lab or misbehavior on my part, may result in being removed from the lab, receiving a failing grade, and/or disciplinary action by the school administration. 
____________________________     ____________________________         _________

                  (Print name)                                          (Signature)                                (Date)

____________________________     ____________________________         _________

                  (Print name)                                          (Signature)                                (Date)

____________________________     ____________________________         _________

                  (Print name)                                          (Signature)                                (Date)

____________________________     ____________________________         _________

                  (Print name)                                          (Signature)                                (Date)
