
Group Consensus Genome Announcement Guidelines
Intro
Course Goals for this exercise
1. Students will be able to articulate the importance of sequencing bacterial genomes. 
2. Students will be able to reconnect the original experiment to their annotation results. They will be able to explain how the beginning and end of the course tie together.
3. Students will improve technical scientific writing skills

Further Goals
1. Data collection practice
2. Experience with collaborative writing process
This document is primarily composed of text excerpts from The Writing Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Group Writing Page. I have made small modifications to suit our assignment.  The website asks the this be reproduced only in its entirety… please feel encouraged to view the whole text. I have included it the PDF on our shared folder. (http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/group-writing/)
“Whether in the academic world or the business world, all of us are likely to participate in some form of group writing—an undergraduate group project for a class, a collaborative research paper or grant proposal, or a report produced by a business team. Writing in a group can have many benefits: multiple brains are better than one, both for generating ideas and for getting a job done. However, working in a group can sometimes be stressful because there are various opinions and writing styles to incorporate into one final product that pleases everyone. This handout will offer an overview of the collaborative process, strategies for writing successfully together, and tips for avoiding common pitfalls. It will also include links to some other handouts that may be especially helpful as your group moves through the writing process.”
Brainstorm
Things to talk about at the outset – learning activity on board
In your groups, brainstorm on these topics, list a couple ideas for each element on paper. When you are all done, we’ll move this conversation to the board so everyone can learn from each groups consensus. This will also be helpful for you to exchange any missing data. 
1. Think about your assignment and the final product. What should it look like? What is its purpose? Who is the intended audience? What is the goal of this product? 
2. Which genomes are you going to write about? Remember: our Consensus-consensus announcement will only be of the 10 Genomes listed on the “Final Taxonomy” sheet of the Lab Notebook. You are not married to the genome that you were assigned to upload to NCBI. Do ensure that all genomes on that list are included in a group genome announcement today! 
3. Take a look at everyone’s draft and look at the guidelines and an example or two. Do you have all of the data you need to complete the assignment? 
· If NOT, determine how you will efficiently find the missing data
4. Note that brainstorming the main points of your paper as a group is helpful, even if separate parts of the writing are assigned to individuals. You’ll want to be sure that everyone agrees on the central ideas.
5. Where does your individual ideas fit into the whole document? What ideas do you want to make sure get into the paper, what ideas are most excited about? 

Revising, editing, and proofreading 
In a shared Google File, draft an outline: 
· Everyone in the group may have a similar format/information but may not have settled on the same ideas/themes: The goal is to merge your ideas together into a single document first, then focus on meshing the styles.
· The first concern is to create a coherent product with a logical flow of ideas. 
· Remember that everyone has a different writing style! The most important thing is that your sentences be clear to readers.
· Before moving on, ENSURE: Is the argument clear? Is the evidence presented in a logical order? Do the transitions connect the ideas effectively?
Copy paste text together as outlined:
· Stylistic differences of the individual portions must be smoothed over: Re-look at a published Genome Statement and focus on the language and tone of this kind of document. Consider voice, vocabulary, and how referenced are laid-out. 
· Check for typos, spelling errors, punctuation problems, formatting issues, and grammatical mistakes. Reading the paper aloud is a very helpful strategy at this point.

Helpful Collaborative Writing Strategies:
“Attitude counts for a lot!
Group work can be challenging at times, but a little enthusiasm can go a long way to helping the momentum of the group. Keep in mind that working in a group provides a unique opportunity to see how other people write; as you learn about their writing processes and strategies, you can reflect on your own. Working in a group inherently involves some level of negotiation, which will also facilitate your ability to skillfully work with others in the future.
In addition to an appreciation for the collaboration of the group-work process, it is worth mentioning that a little respect goes along way! Group members will bring different skill sets and various amounts and types of background knowledge to the table. Show your fellow writers respect by listening carefully, talking to share your ideas, showing up on time for meetings, sending out drafts on schedule, providing positive feedback, and taking responsibility for an appropriate share of the work.
Try separating the tasks of revising and editing/proofreading.
It may be helpful to assign giving feedback on specific items to particular group members. First, group members should provide general feedback and comments on content. Only after revising and solidifying the main ideas and structure of the paper should you move on to editing and proofreading. After all, there is no point in spending your time making a certain sentence as beautiful and correct as possible when that sentence may later be cut out. When completing your final revisions, it may be helpful to assign various concerns (for example, grammar, organization, flow, transitions, and format) to individual group members to focus this process. This is an excellent time to let group members play to their strengths; if you know that you are good at transitions, offer to take care of that editing task.”
Whole-class-discussion Debrief
[bookmark: _GoBack]What worked well for your group? What was hard? What elements of structure for this activity might you have found helpful? 
